
Business Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 9 am - 12 pm 

Mass Schedule 

Weekend Schedule 
Saturday: 5:00 pm - English 
                6:30 pm - Spanish 

(Both Masses at St. Lawrence) 
Sunday: 8:00 am - English (Midkiff) 

 10:00 am and - English (St. Lawrence) 
12:30 pm - English (Sterling City) 

Weekday Schedule 
Mon, Wed, Fri: 8:00 am (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 7:00 am (St. Lawrence) 
Wednesdays: 6:00 pm (Es) (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 8:00 am (St. Thomas) 

Holy Days to be announced. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
First Friday: 7:30 am - 3:00 pm 

(St. Lawrence) 
9:00 am - 10 am (St. Thomas) 

Sacramental Life 

Reconciliation 
Saturday - 4:00 to 4:55 pm (St. Lawrence) 

Sunday - 7:30 - 7:55 am (St. Thomas) 
or by appointment 

Baptism 
Contact the parish office. 

Marriage 
Contact the Pastor at least six months prior 

to the intended date of marriage.  

Sick and Homebound 
Contact Linda Jones or parish office to 
receive a visit from a Minister of Care. 

St. Lawrence Catholic Parish 
(St. Lawrence; St. Thomas; St. Paschal) 

2400 FM 2401, Garden City, TX 79739 
Ph.: (432) 397-2300; Fax: (432) 397-2319 

Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org; Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 

Pastor: Fr. Joseph. P. Thumma 
Deacons: Dcn. Joel Gutierrez, Dcn. Floyd Schwartz 



Welcome Guests and Visitors...We’re so glad that you’re here and invite you to join us in thanksgiving 
for God’s action in our lives. Our goal is to provide a spiritual home where all are welcome, where the heal-
ing, reconciling, liberating love of God flows through us to all people. In this way, we believe that the Church 
is the sacrament of God’s saving presence in the world. 

Always Responsible 

In the 1940s, Antoine de Saint Exupéry wrote a famous children’s sto-
ry, The Little Prince. The Little Prince inhabits a small asteroid, where 
he spends his time devotedly caring for one beautiful rose. The Little 
Prince visits Earth, where he meets the Fox, who asks the Little Prince 
to tame him. The Fox says taming means being responsible, like the 
Prince is for his rose. Our parish is our spiritual home and a source of 
life through worship, friendships, and shared labor. We obviously 
need our parish, or we wouldn’t be here. The time that we give to God 
and to each other makes the connections among us stronger. God has 
“tamed” us and is responsible for us in the here and now and on into 
the future. It seems only right that all of us, in turn, are responsible for 
God’s church, God’s people, and God’s world. Are you doing your part? 

Copyright © World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

 

I will make you a light to the nations, that my salvation may 

reach to the ends of the earth. 

— Isaiah 49:6b 

Called to be Holy 

 With this Sunday we begin Ordinary Time. The readings 
tell us about God’s relationship with Israel and John the 
Baptist’s relationship with Jesus. Israel’s relationship with 
God is so close, so intimate, that it is through Israel that 
God’s “salvation” will reach to the ends of the 
earth” (Isaiah 49:6). But we know from John the Baptist 
that for Israel to accomplish God’s will, it must also recog-
nize that Jesus is the Son of God. During these weeks we 
also get to know Jesus. We begin to understand more 
deeply our relationship to Jesus and what that relationship 
means for us, who are “called to be holy”(1 Corinthians 
1:2). 
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Saturday, Jan. 14  (St. Lawrence)                                                                                
5:00 pm +  Alice Glass by Rose Schwartz 
6:30 pm:+ Stanley Kuapil  
       by Tommy & Karla Hoelscher   

Sunday, Jan. 15 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)                              
8:00  am: + Bobby Maxie by Sheryl Wilson 
10:00 am: + Alfrieda Braden  
      by Ernie & Debra Schwartz 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners  

Monday,  Jan. 16 (St. Lawrence)                                                                
8:00 am: No Mass 

Tuesday,  Jan. 17 (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas)                                                                         
7:00 am : No Mass 
8:00 am:  No Mass    

Wednesday,  Jan. 18 (St. Lawrence)                                                                            
8:00 am: Communion Service 

Thursday, Jan. 19  (St. Thomas) 
8:00 am: Communion Service 

Friday, Jan. 20  (St. Lawrence) 
8:00 am : No Mass    

Saturday, Jan. 21  (St. Lawrence)                                                                                
5:00 pm +  Allen Clendennen by Pat & Rose Pelzel 
6:30 pm:+ Germaine Hoelscher by Russell & Kim     
      Halfmann   

Sunday, Jan. 22 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)                              
8:00  am: + Werner Halfmann by Carlos & Linda   
         Dusek 
10:00 am: + Lester Jansa by Darrell & Danielle     
         Halfmann 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

The symbols and actions of baptism evolved around 
the experience of adults dying to old patterns of life 
and rising from the waters of baptism as new crea-
tions. As for newborn babies, at first it was desired to 
wait until the following Easter, when they could be 
baptized, anointed with chrism, and given a taste of 
the Eucharist in association with adults. The Church 
was always willing to baptize adults in emergency 
situations outside the Easter timetable, and in time, 
since infancy itself was a life‑threatening situation, 
the baptism of babies became commonplace. As with 
the “emergency” adult baptisms, it was required that 
parents bring the child, as soon as health was recov-
ered, to the bishop for the full menu of sacraments. 

 The very real fear of death for infants thus created 
a situation in which the three sacraments drifted apart 
from each other, and away from their original, adult 
celebration at Easter. Today, at last, we know a great 
deal about how our practices evolved. This knowledge 
is reshaping how we celebrate Easter, how we receive 
adult faith, and how we structure the faith journey of 
children. 

     —James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

TRADICIONES DE NUESTRA FE 

Los retablos de metal son famosos en muchas partes 
de Latinoamérica. Estos pequeños retablos o laminitas 
contienen imágenes de Cristo, la Santísima Trinidad, 
María, los ángeles u otro santo/a pintados sobre lámi-
na, madera u otro material para decorar los altares fa-
miliares de los hogares hispanos. Aunque los retablos 
no siempre siguen las normas del arte cristiano, los 
retablos latinoamericanos son bellos ejemplos de la 
mezcla de culturas amerindias, europeas y africanas. 
Pero no todos los retablos son pequeños. En muchas 
iglesias coloniales de Latinoamérica se encuentran 
retablos gigantescos hechos de mármol o madera, cu-
biertos de oro y joyas que recuerdan los grandes reta-
blos europeos, pero con el color y folclor latinoameri-
cano. 

 Originalmente, los retablos europeos eran pequeños 
y móviles, de tal manera que se podían colocar sobre 
un altar para la celebración de la Misa. Cuando la Igle-
sia fue construyendo sus propios templos, los retablos 
empezaron a formar parte de la decoración de los san-
tuarios y tomaron dimensiones impresionantes. Los 
retablos pequeños pasaron a los hogares de los fieles, 
quienes quieren tener a Cristo y sus santos como parte 
de su diario vivir. 

        — Fray Gilberto Cavazos-Glz, OFM, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Parish Office: 432-397-2300 

Bulletin Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org 
Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 
Face Book Page: St. Lawrence Catholic Church   
Hall Booking: Travis Gully  432-425-4905 
For Funeral Needs: In the event of a death in the 
family, please contact Fr. Prem @ 432-397-2300. 

Pope’s Prayer Intension For January 

For educators:  

We pray that educators may be credible witnesses, 
teaching fraternity rather than competition and help-
ing the youngest and most vulnerable above all. 

mailto:stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org
http://www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com


Vocation Cross/Chalice 

Pray for  Seminarians,  Bishops, Priests, Deacons &            
all religious. also pray for more vocations to the 
priesthood, religious life.     

January 15 

St. Lawrence -Max Batla Family                                   
St. Thomas –  Stanley & Denise Latzel 

January 22 

St. Lawrence– Scotty & Andria Hilliger   
St. Thomas– Billy & Diane Eggemeyer 

Happy Birthdays and Anniversaries 

St. Lawrence      

Birthdays: Caylee Strube, Kadie Dalton, Antonio 
Nunz and Jody Schwartz 
Anniversaries: Keith & Darcy Braden, Kevin &  
Linda Hirt and Dcn. Joel & Rosie Gutierrez 

St. Thomas 

Birthdays: Fernando Arriozola and Rachel      
                                                Eggemeyer 
Anniversaries: Oscar & Leonor Gonzalez 

St. Lawrence Church Ministries 

Saturday, January 21 

 Sacristan: Duane Braden 
 Readers: Volunteers            

Sunday, January 22 

 Sacristan: Keith Braden  
 Readers: Volunteers                

OUR STRATEGIC GOAL 

 As a Church, we now move into Ordinary 
Time. “Ordinary” comes from the Latin root for 
“order,” which is why we line the Sundays up on the 
calendar and count them—with “ordinal” numbers—
one by one. The orderly way we proceed through the 
liturgical year reminds us that our faith offers a strate-
gic goal for our lives: eternal happiness with God, 
who is love. Today’s readings share stories of believ-
ers who order their daily activities toward the goal of 
sharing God’s love. Isaiah embraces his role as God’s 
servant and works to bring glory not only to Israel, 
but to the entire world. In a similar way, Saint Paul 
identifies himself as Christ’s witness in the world and 
reminds the Corinthians of their life goal: “to be ho-
ly.” The Gospel shows us John the Baptist, servant 
and witness, attentive to God’s loving orders, the di-
vine plan for salvation. 

NUESTRO OBJETIVO ESTRATÉGICO 

 Como Iglesia, ahora entramos en el Tiempo 
Ordinario. “Ordinario” viene de la raíz latina de 
“orden”, por eso alineamos los domingos en el calen-
dario y los contamos -con números “ordinales”- uno a 
uno. La forma ordenada de proceder a lo largo del año 
litúrgico nos recuerda que nuestra fe ofrece un objeti-
vo estratégico para nuestras vidas: la felicidad eterna 
con Dios, que es amor. Las lecturas de hoy comparten 
historias de creyentes que ordenan sus actividades 
diarias hacia el objetivo de compartir el amor de Dios. 
Isaías asume su papel de siervo de Dios y trabaja para 
dar gloria no sólo a Israel, sino al mundo entero. De 
forma similar, san Pablo se identifica como testigo de 
Cristo en el mundo y recuerda a los corintios el objeti-
vo de su vida: “ser santos”. El Evangelio nos muestra 
a Juan el Bautista, siervo y testigo, atento a las 
órdenes amorosas de Dios, al plan divino de 
salvación. 

             Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

January Worklist 

Jesus & Christina Montes- CH 
Bart & Charlene Belew, Anthony & Hillary Wheat, 
Rodney & Madeline Gully, Kenneth & Shirley 
Braden, Shawn & Kayla Hartyl, Daniel & Jean Ann 
Kujawski, Wayne & Barbara Halfmann, Chais & 
Katrina Goodwin, Eloisa DeLuna, Darren & Kim Jost, 
Jesus & Gracie Sanchez, Eugene & Marilee Jost 

 

CYO News 

CYO will be collecting donations for The Life Center in 
Big Spring starting immediately through January.  

All donations are welcome but specifically they are ask-
ing for new or gently used newborn & premie size 
clothes and diapers, 24 month & 2T size clothes, size 4/5 
toddler clothes, size 7 diapers and 4T/5T pull-ups.  Do-
nation boxes will be set up in the back of both St. Law-
rence and St. Thomas churches.  CYO and The Life 
Center thank you for your generosity! 

SPECIAL COLLECTION: 

DIOCESAN CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

JANUARY 22, 2023        

Catholic Schools seek to provide parents with a choice 
in education. The Catholic Schools of the Diocese of 
San Angelo continue to provide a fervent commitment to 
educational excellence and Catholic formation grounded 
in faith and service. Your generosity will be appreciated. 



Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 As we the Church begin Ordinary Time, we re-
flect upon the Baptism of Jesus, and its significance in 
our own lives and communities. The Gospel of John 
does not narrate the Baptism like the other Gospels. In-
stead, John the Baptist gives testimony, emphasizing 
that Jesus has received the Holy Spirit. Jesus will go on 
to baptize with this same Spirit, as he did immediately 
after his resurrection (John 20). What might this mean 
for us, who share in this same Baptism? Today’s read-
ing from Isaiah suggests that we are to be a “light to the 
nations,” a people proclaiming and sharing God’s love. 
Paul’s greeting to the church in Corinth reminds us that 
we are simultaneously God’s sanctified people and yet 
continually called to become holy. Baptism begins our 
journey, where we know the Spirit dwells within, and 
the same Spirit summons us to full maturity in Christ. 

LAMB OF GOD 

In today’s Gospel, John the Baptist names Jesus as the 
“Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.” 
This name “Lamb of God” is rich in meaning, and can 
be interpreted in various ways. From the Old Testa-
ment, it evokes the lamb of Passover, linked to God’s 
rescue of the Hebrew people from Egypt. It is also an 
image of God’s faithful servant, as in Isaiah 53 as a 
“lamb led to slaughter.”  
 We can notice that here Jesus is the Lamb “of 
God.” He is God’s own Lamb, belonging to God. Jesus 
is not a cultic sacrifice to God, or a demand from God. 
John is presenting a traditional image in a new way. The 
Lamb “takes away” our sin, both exposing the reality of 
our sin to us (which we often hide from ourselves), and 
also forgiving us our sin. This same Lamb is filled with 
the Holy Spirit, and shares this Spirit to heal our trou-
bled hearts. 

LIGHT TO THE NATIONS 

Today’s first reading is taken from the second of four 
“Servant Songs” in Isaiah. This Song was written 
around the time that the people of Israel were near re-
lease from their exile in Babylon. Israel, and also the 
author, had been traumatized by their separation from 
Jerusalem and their seeming abandonment by God.  

At this time of great vulnerability and despair, God 
gives them consolation and affirmation. God gives the 
exiles a vote of confidence and an expansion of vision. 
God will heal their hearts, and give them new energy to 
be “a light to the nations.” Their purpose is not just sur-
vival, but to be the means by which God will bring the 
whole world into communion and harmony with God. 
For us today, when sometimes our parishes and commu-
nities face challenges of shrinkage and survival, perhaps 
God may similarly energize us, and remind us of the 
dignity and breadth of our mission. 

   Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

Segundo Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario 

Al comenzar el Tiempo Ordinario, la Iglesia reflexiona 
sobre el Bautismo de Jesús y su significado en nuestras 
vidas y comunidades. El Evangelio de Juan no narra el 
Bautismo como los demás Evangelios. En su lugar, Juan el 
Bautista da testimonio, subrayando que Jesús ha recibido 
el Espíritu Santo. Jesús seguirá bautizando con este mismo 
Espíritu, como hizo inmediatamente después de su resur-
rección (Juan 20). ¿Qué puede significar esto para no-
sotros, que compartimos este mismo bautismo? La lectura 
de hoy de Isaías sugiere que debemos ser una “luz para las 
naciones”, un pueblo que proclame y comparta el amor de 
Dios. El saludo de Pablo a la iglesia de Corinto nos recuer-
da que, al mismo tiempo, somos el pueblo santificado de 
Dios y, sin embargo, estamos continuamente llamados a 
ser santos. El bautismo inicia nuestro camino, en el que 
sabemos que el Espíritu habita en nuestro interior, y el 
mismo Espíritu nos convoca a la plena madurez en Cristo. 

EL CORDERO DE DIOS 

 En el Evangelio de hoy, Juan el Bautista nombra a 
Jesús como el “Cordero de Dios, que quita el pecado del 
mundo”. Este nombre “Cordero de Dios” es rico en sig-
nificado, y puede interpretarse de varias maneras. Desde el 
Antiguo Testamento, evoca el cordero de la Pascua, vincu-
lado al rescate de Dios del pueblo hebreo de Egipto. 
También es una imagen del siervo fiel de Dios, como en 
Isaías 53 como “cordero llevado al matadero”.  

 Podemos notar que aquí Jesús es el Cordero “de 
Dios”. Es el propio Cordero de Dios, que pertenece a Di-
os. Jesús no es un sacrificio de culto a Dios, o una de-
manda de Dios. Juan está presentando una imagen tradi-
cional de una manera nueva. El Cordero “quita” nuestro 
pecado, tanto exponiendo la realidad de nuestro pecado 
(que a menudo ocultamos de nosotros mismos), como per-
donando nuestro pecado. Este mismo Cordero está lleno 
del Espíritu Santo, y comparte este Espíritu para sanar 
nuestros corazones atribulados. 

LUZ PARA LAS NACIONES 

 La primera lectura de hoy está tomada del segun-
do de los cuatro “Cantos del Siervo” de Isaías. Este Canto 
fue escrito en la época en que el pueblo de Israel estaba a 
punto de salir de su exilio en Babilonia. Israel, y también 
el autor, habían quedado traumatizados por su separación 
de Jerusalén y su aparente abandono por parte de Dios.  

 En este momento de gran vulnerabilidad y 
desesperación, Dios les da consuelo y afirmación. Dios da 
a los exiliados un voto de confianza y una ampliación de 
su visión. Dios sanará sus corazones y les dará nuevas en-
ergías para ser “una luz para las naciones”. Su propósito 
no es sólo sobrevivir, sino ser el medio por el que Dios 
llevará al mundo entero a la comunión y la armonía con 
Dios. Para nosotros hoy, cuando a veces nuestras par-
roquias y comunidades se enfrentan a desafíos de contrac-
ción y supervivencia, tal vez Dios pueda energizarnos de 
manera similar, y recordarnos la dignidad y la amplitud de 
nuestra misión. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 



  2nd Sunday of Ordinary Time 

In every Mass, the 
presiding priest 
says the words of 
John the Baptist 
that are quoted in 
today’s Gospel 
message: "Behold, 
the Lamb of God, 
who takes away the 
sin of the world." 
To which we reply: 
"Lord, I am not 
worthy … but say 
the word and my 
soul shall be 
healed."  

This healing began 
at the beginning of 
Mass in the Peni-
tential Rite if we 
had a sincere atti-
tude of repentance. 
With this healing, 
we receive Jesus in 
all of his humanity 
and divinity. With 
this healing, we 
leave church ready 
to be like John the 
Baptist, testifying 
by word and by the 
way we live that 
"now I have seen 
that Jesus is the 
Son of God."  

Is Mass that kind 
of experience for you?  

All parts of the Mass contribute to this. Jesus is 
present in the community as we unite in song. 
Jesus is present in the Penitential Rite, listen-
ing to our sincerity. Jesus is present in the Lit-
urgy of the Word, broken open like bread to 
nourish our faith, and when the homily is poor 

or absent, his Spirit preaches to us privately 
(straying thoughts are often an action of God). 
And Jesus is present in all the prayers: the ones 
we offer and those of the clergy.  

All of Mass is meant to transform us, prepare 
us, and send us out from church as witnesses of 
the true presence of Christ in our world. Like 
John the Baptist, we can say: "I did not know 
him." In other words: "I saw only bread and 
wine" and "I was sinful and didn't realize the 
damage I had done" and "I was wounded and 
did not know how to be healed."  

And like John we can add: "Now I have seen 
and testified that he is the Son of God. The Holy 
Spirit revealed to me the presence of my Savior 
in the Eucharist. The Holy Spirit gently exposed 
my sinfulness and gave me help in overcoming 
them. The Holy Spirit leads me to the resources 
that are healing my wounds."  

Reflect & Discuss:  

† What is the experience of Mass like for you?  

† If you could attend Mass daily, would you? If 
not, why not? If it's a scheduling problem, will 
you ask Jesus to change your schedule? If it's a 
priority problem, will you ask the Holy Spirit to 
increase in you a desire to sit in the true Eucha-
ristic presence of your Savior?  

† Describe a time when you became more aware 
of Jesus in the Mass.  

† Prior to this development, what distracted 
you from noticing his presence? What changed? 
Why? How? 

Isaiah 49:3, 5-6  
Ps 40:2, 4, 7-10  

1 Corinthians 1:1-3  
John 1:29-34  

Monday January 16  
Hebrews 5:1-10  

Ps 110:1-4  
Mark 2:18-22  

Tuesday January 17  
St. Anthony  

Hebrews 6:10-20  
Ps 111:1-2,4-5,9,10c  

Mark 2:23-28  

Wednesday January 18  
Hebrews 7:1-3,15-17  

Ps 110:1-4  
Mark 3:1-6  

Thursday January 19  
Hebrews 7:25 – 8:6  

Ps 40:7-10,17  
Mark 3:7-12  

Friday January 20  
Hebrews 8:6-13  

Ps 85:8,10-14  
Mark 3:13-19  

Saturday January 21  
St. Agnes  

Hebrews 9:2-3,11-14  
Ps 47:2-3,6-9  
Mark 3:20-21 
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For quite some time now there have been forc-
es at work to destroy the order established by 
Nature and to reconstitute laws governing the 
family, society, human relationships, govern-
ance and economic systems.  These subversive 
forces are multi-pronged and multi-
lateral.  Moreover, although they may appear to 
be unconnected they all have a common devi-
ous objective:  to alienate Man from the very 
core of his humanity.   These evil forces are 
spreading like a cancer, respecting neither cul-
tural values nor spiritual traditions.  They are 
not confined to any definite geographical areas 
or even to any intellectual disciplines.  They are 
both widespread and intensive. 

First came the so-called “sexual revolu-
tion”  which promised to liberate man from the 
shackles of his own sexuality. Modesty, decen-
cy and appropriate social behavior were thrown 
out the window;  followed by the “feminist” 
movement which promised to liberate women 
from their femininity.  Then came the attack 
against marriage as a social institution followed 
by the idolization of what has come to be de-
scribed as “same sex marriage” or “civil un-
ions.”   On the economic front, systems were 
put into place to glorify consumerism and to 
make irresponsible spending an economic vir-
tue. 

The fruits of these economic policies are now 
beginning to be seen in the financial melt-down 
of the world’s strongest economy. 

The social malaise has kept pace with the eco-
nomic irrationality; and, in fact, has fueled the 
collapse of the economic system which has 
been built on questionable ethical principles.  It 
is strange and inexplicable that much of the de-
bate insists on separating the economic prob-
lems from the social roots which have caused 
those problems.  It is as if people are seeking to 
treat the symptoms while ignoring the causes of 
the economic disease. 

Leaving aside for the moment an analysis of 
the faulty economics which have triggered the 
current recession, let us focus on the social 
forces which are undermining the stability of 

the economic and the political systems.  The stability 
of the nations, individually, and indeed, of the entire 
world, is deeply rooted in the ethical framework of 
the social systems upon which these have been built. 
The erosion of social values is demonstrably evident 
in the many legislative and judicial decisions which 
have “decriminalized” behavior which is clearly and 
indisputably unnatural and contrary to the laws of 
Nature.  The deterioration started with the promotion 
of so-called “birth control” which, it was claimed, 
would restore the balance between consumption and 
the availability of rare resources.  Of course, this birth 
control program, worldwide, was weighted against 
the poor and the marginalized.  This was followed by 
the promotion of abortion on the ground that women 
had the right to decide whether they would give birth 
to the babies in their wombs or whether they consid-
ered these fetuses to be unwanted and undesira-
ble.  Again, the eugenic dimension of this program 
was carefully hidden from view.  This was followed 
by the movement to kill people with physical or men-
tal disabilities, or even those who were simply old 
and dependent on others for their survival.  This mur-
derous campaign was camouflaged in language that 
covered up the really gruesome nature of the euthana-
sia movement.  

Now we have evidence to show that aggressive ho-
mosexual and pro-paedophile groups are attempting 
to popularize paedophilia as a socially acceptable ac-
tivity.   Sometime in late August an organization go-
ing under the name of B4U-ACT hosted a conference 
in Baltimore which was committed to changing the 
classification of paedophilia in the Diagnostic and 
Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM) which 
is the bible of the American Psychological Associa-
tion (APA) and which currently classifies paedophilia 
as a mental disorder which needs psychological treat-
ment.   The self-described paedophile and ‘gay’ activ-
ists who attended this conference indulged in the now 
well-known linguistic gymnastics of twisting the 
meaning of paedophilia.  They argued that pedophiles 
are “unfairly stigmatized and demonized” by socie-
ty.  They argued, further, that “children are not inher-
ently unable to consent” to sex with an adult.  They 
even went so far as to argue that an adult’s desire to 
have sex with children is “normative” and that 
…. (Continued on the next page) 

Descent into Depravity 
Averthanus L. D’Souza 



Many Catholics want to read the Bible but get bogged down by the long stretches that seem not to make sense or get 

lost among the sea of Old Testament names and places. Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible, an eight-part Bible 

study, helps you uncover the story woven throughout Scripture, so you can get the “big picture” of the Bible and 

understand what it’s all about. Aided by a unique color-coded Bible TimelineTM Chart that arranges the key peo-

ple, places, and events of the Bible in chronological order, Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible will help you 

pick up the Bible with confidence and understand how you fit into God’s plan. 

St. Lawrence will begin the Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible study in January. Participants will meet every 

week to view an engaging video presentation followed by a time of lively group discussion and fellowship. 

For more information, please contact Barbara Fuchs at bjfuchs2000@yahoo.com to sign up. 

that the American Psychological Association’s Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders ignores the fact 
that pedophiles “have feelings of love and romance for children” in the same way adult heterosexuals and homosexu-
als have romantic feelings for one another. 

This conference of ‘gay’ and pro-paedophile promoters indulged in the now well-known semantic gymnastics which 
has become the stock-in-trade of deviant groups.  They described pedophiles as “minor-attracted persons”  whose mo-
tives are entirely honorable but whose actions are unnecessarily disapproved and demonized by society.   They at-
tempted to change the classification of the APA’s  DSM in order to give their activities some semblance of normality 
and respectability.   We can be fairly sure that their “campaign”  will not end here.  They will make an aggressive push 
for judicial decisions to declare their activities as normal.  They will push their agenda with unresisting legislators who 
will try to legislate that paedophilia should no longer be considered to be a criminal offence.   “Decriminalization” is 
in the air and many “learned” Judges are prone to push the ethical boundaries of decent society in order to accommo-
date deviant social behavior.   Already prostitution has ceased to be a criminal activity and has been declared to be an 
“industry.”  Those who indulge in such sexual promiscuity are said to be “commercial sex workers.”  Open homosexu-
al activity has now been “decriminalized” both by the judicial system and by many legislatures on the ground that 
such activities between “consenting adults” should not be considered to be a violation of the law.  It takes only a little 
further push to convince some judges and some legislators that paedophilia should also be “decriminalized.” 

Many pro-family participants at the Baltimore conference were aghast at the cavalier manner in which the ‘gays’ pro-
moted their nefarious agenda.  “As a former law enforcement officer I’ve dealt with situations involving suicide, hom-
icide and other violence. That said, I’ve never felt the level of spiritual oppression and evil that I felt in that 
room”  said one such participant. 

Civilized society is clearly under attack by the forces of evil.  It does not take any special training to see that this is 
happening.  We need simply connect the dots and juxtapose the various legislations and judicial opinions to see that 
the picture which is emerging is one that should cause serious concern (nay, even alarm) to all reasonable citi-
zens.   Evil erodes society very slowly and very unobtrusively. A judgement here and a piece of legislation there even-
tually add up to make the civilization what it is. History bears witness to the fact that many “powerful” civilizations in 
the past were not destroyed by external military attacks. They simply collapsed from the inherent contradictions which 
were constructed from within.  Moral depravity always preceded the demise of all great civilizations. We are now on 
the brink and it is up to us to ensure that the erosion is stopped.  “Although the stupidity of advocating harmless amor-
al sexuality overwhelms us daily, our arrogant ‘educated’ populations say morality has no place in our sexual lives. 
Just as AIDS is a natural outgrowth of amoral sexual education and media, so too is child sexual abuse. We are breed-
ing a new human character and child sexual abuse is increasingly part of that character.” [Judith Reisman]. 


